Expose
Pil ot: Di sappearance

Epi sode 1 x 01

Jordan Dawson



| NT. CALDWELL MANOR. BEDROOM - N GHT

PRI NCESS ANASTASI A VALERII |ies awake in a bed next to

PRI NCE CEDRI C CALDVWELL. Cedric has his arm w apped around
Anast asi a. Anastasia rises when Cedric renoves his arm She
is wearing a white night gown. Anastasia approaches the
bedroom door with a bag of |uggage. She is now wearing a

bl ack shirt and pants underneath a black coat. She waits at
the door a nmonment then exits.

EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. COURTYARD - NI GHT

A car’s engine runs in courtyard. The headlights are off.
PRI NCESS ANASTASI A runs towards the car but stops a few feet
away. PRI NCE EVERETT CALDWELL energes fromthe driver side
of the car.

ANASTASI A
Is this it?

Everett nods. He cones around the car and opens the door.
Anastasia waits. She turns around to | ook at Cal dwell Manor.
After a nonent, she places her bags in the car and gets in.
The car | eaves Cal dwel | Manor.

EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT (LATER)

A car pulls into a parking space. CGENE BROOKSH RE emer ges
fromthe car. He begins to wal k across the | ot but stops
after he notices an enpty parking space. He continues across
the | ot.

| NT. CALDWELL MANOR. OFFICE - N GHT

Gene wal ks through the front door of the office. TILLMAN
sits at a desk.

GENE
W' re mssing a car.
TI LLMAN
What ?
GENE

Do you know anyt hi ng about this?
Till man shrugs.

GENE( CONT’" D)
It’s late. Wiy don’t you go home?

( CONTI NUED)
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TI LLMAN
What about the car?
GENE
It will have to wait until norning.

Tillman | eaves. Gene goes to sit at a desk. Gene | ooks at a
conputer screen. On the nonitor is the | NTERFACE of a map. A
DOT flashes on the map. CGene | eans back in his seat.

| NT. CALDWELL MANCR BEDROOM - DAY

Sunl i ght shines through the window into a spaci ous bedroom
Cedri c awakens.

CEDRI C
Good norning, ny |love...

Cedric notices Anastasia is not there. He rises.

CEDRI C( CONT’ D)
Anast asi a?

Cedric scans the room He gets out of bed and heads toward
t he bat hroom across the room

CEDRI C( CONT’ D)
Darling, are you here?

Cedric wal ks toward the center of the room He notices the
slightly open door on Anastasia’s wardrobe. He opens it.
Enmpty. Cedric rummages through the drawers of the wardrobe.
He finds not hing.

| NT. CALDWELL MANOR - DAY
Cedric runs down the hallway. He notices a guard standing at
his position. Cedric slows his pace and regai hs conposure.
Cedric greets the guard. The guard returns the greeting.
Cedric turns around a corner and starts to run again.
SERI ES OF SHOTS: Cedric searching

1. Cedric opens a door, |ooks around, then |eaves.

2. Cedric wal ks down a staircase.

3. Cedric stands in the mddle of a roomand | ooks around.
4. Cedric runs up a staircase.

5. Cedric closes a door behind him

END SERI ES OF SHOTS



| NT. CALDVELL MANOR. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

Cedric peers around a corner. QUEEN JOANNA CALDVELL noti ces
Cedric. Cedric ducks behind the corner.

JOANNA
What are you doi ng?

Cedric cones from behind the corner

CEDRI C
Not hi ng, nother. The sun was in ny
eyes.

Joanna | ooks out the wi ndow and smles. Cedric wal ks further
into the room

JOANNA
It is an especially |ovely norning,
is it not?

CEDRI C

Yes, i ndeed.

JOANNA
It is so fitting. To be greeted
wi th such a norning on the day
after your engagenent, it’s a sign
of good things to cone.

Cedric is silent.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
You are awful ly quiet this norning.

CEDRI C
| suppose | just haven't fully
awakened.

JOANNA

|’ d i magi ne so. Last night was
quite the occasion.

CEDRI C
We spared no expense.

Cedric wanders around the dining room
JOANNA

Your engagenent is deserving of a
magni fi cent cel ebrati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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CEDRI C
Mrhnm
JOANNA
What ? You di sagree?
CEDRI C
Perhaps it was all a bit too nuch.
JOANNA
You didn’t seemto think so | ast

ni ght.

Joanna notices that Cedric is wandering about the dining
room

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
What are you | ooking for, darling?
You seem uneasy.

CEDRI C
What do you nean, nother? | fee
fine.
Beat. Joanna sm |l es.
JOANNA

The | ook on your face as you danced
wi th Anastasia. There is no

m staking it. The | ove between you
two is real.

Joanna approaches Cedric. She caresses his face.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
My sweet boy. |I’mam overcone with
joy for you and Anastasia. | never
t hought that things would turn out
so wel l.

CEDRI C
You had doubt s?

JOANNA
When it all first began, yes, |
admt | was skeptical. The reasons
behind the marriage were politica
after all.

CEDRI C

Qur first neeting wasn’'t
particularly romantic.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOANNA
| was just so afraid that you were
putting duty before yoursel f again.

CEDRI C
| owe nyself to ny duty, nother

JOANNA
You sound |i ke your father.

Joanna wal ks toward a portrait of the late king hanging on
the wall.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
He woul d al ways put his country
first. There was nothi ng that
mattered nore to him Not even ne.

CEDRI C
Mot her, don’t say such things. | am
certain father |oved you dearly.
JOANNA
There is no question on whet her
your father loved ne. I know he

did. It’s just that sonetines, |
wi sh that he woul d have | oved ne as
much as his ki ngdom

CEDRI C
You mnmust understand that father had
his responsibilities. Wat worth is
a king without his kingdonf

JOANNA
What worth is a king without his
queen?

Cedric has no response. Joanna approaches Cedric. She hol ds
his face in the palns of her hands.

JOANNA( CONT’" D)
Cedric, you nust promse nme to
al ways put Anastasia first.
Cedric hesitates to respond.

JOANNA
Can you prom se nme that, ny son?

CEDRI C

( CONTI NUED)
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...
Joanna stares fixedly on Cedric.

CEDRI C( CONT’ D)
| prom se, nother.

Joanna sm | es.

J OQANNA

Where is she? In bed still?
CEDRI C

Yes.
JQANNA

Poor thing. Let her rest. She has
much ahead of her.

Cedric smles. They hug.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
She’ Il be an excell ent queen.

A | ook of utter despair comes upon Cedric’s face.

| NT. CALDWELL MANCOR HALLWAY - DAY (LATER)

Cedric wal ks down the hallway. He | ooks toward the ground.
He wal ks pass an open door and hears FOOTSTEPS com ng from
wWthin. H's posture straightens inmmediately. He rushes into
t he.

| NT. CALDWELL MANCR. LI BRARY - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

Tal |, magnificent bookshel ves tower over the room Cedric
bursts through the door.

CEDRI C
Anast asi a?

He wat ches closely as Everett energes from cover.

EVERETT
|"mafraid not, ny brother.
Cedric sighs.
EVERETT( CONT’ D)
Well... sorry to disappoint.

( CONTI NUED)
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CEDRI C
Forgive ne. | didn't nmean to
of f end.
EVERETT
It’s forgotten.
CEDRI C
I’lIl | eave you in peace.
EVERETT
Are you | ooking for Anastasia?
CEDRI C
Sorry?
EVERETT
Were you not just |ooking for the
princess?
CEDRI C
No. | was just--
EVERETT
--calling her nanme for no apparent
reason?
CEDRI C

Cedric struggles to explain hinself.

EVERETT
What’ s going on, Cedric? You | ook
terrible.

CEDRI C

| don’t know where Anastasia is.

EVERETT
Don’t know? What do you nmean?

CEDRI C
| " m sure she’'s here sonewhere.

EVERETT
But you cannot | ocate her.

CEDRI C
No, | haven't yet.

( CONTI NUED)
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EVERETT
This is troubling.

CEDRI C
| wll just have to keep searching.
|’ m sure she will turn up shortly.

EVERETT
Where do you think she would have
gone?

CEDRI C
don’ t know.

EVERETT

You haven’t any idea?
CEDRI C

No.
EVERETT

Ki dnap?
CEDRI C

No. No. It’s not that.
EVERETT

How can you be so sure?
CEDRI C

| just am
EVERETT

What if Anastasia has been

ki dnapped? Who knows where they
woul d have taken her? You can’t
just stand by idly. W nust act
qui ckl y.

CEDRI C
Everett, it wasn’t Kkidnap.

EVERETT
What do you suspect happened then?

CEDRI C
She t ook her cl ot hes.

EVERETT
VWhat ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CEDRI C
Her entire wardrobe. It’'s enpty.

EVERETT
She | eft of her own accord?

Both Cedric and Everett go silent.
EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. COURTYARD - DAY

A troop of guards exit the pal ace and di sperse across the
courtyard. One guard appears to give instructions to the
rest.

| NT. CALDWELL NMANCR BEDROOM - DAY

Joanna sits on the bed. Her hands are cupped together in her
| ap. Her head faces downwards. Everett stands in front of
Anastasia’ s wardrobe. Cedric |ooks outside at the guards who
continue their search

EVERETT
They’ ve been at this all norning.
| f she were here, then soneone
surely woul d have found her by now.

JOANNA
Oh, stop that kind of talk
Everett. W nustn’'t expect the
wor st .

EVERETT
At this point, there really is no
ot her expl anation. Anastasia has
fled the manor.

JOANNA

What delightful pessimsm
EVERETT

Hardly. | just refuse to allow

foolish hope blind ny judgenent.

JOANNA
| see no difference.

EVERETT
| suppose you woul dn’t, nother.

JOANNA
What is that supposed to nean?

( CONTI NUED)
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EVERETT
Hurmph. Not hi ng, really.

JOANNA
Do not forget to whomyou are
speaki ng, young prince. | wll not
tol erate such disrespect.

EVERETT
Forgive ne, nother. | would do well

to watch my tongue.
Joanna and Everett glare at each other a nonent. Beat.

JOANNA
This just doesn’t nmake any sense.
Wiy woul d Anastasia run away?

EVERETT
It’s a nmystery indeed.

JOANNA
Per haps she went back to Wstoria?
Cedric, what do you think?

No response.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)
Cedric, dear. Are you all right?

CEDRI C
What wil|l happen if they don't find
her ?

JOANNA

Darling, you nmustn't--

CEDRI C
| was going to marry her

JOANNA
Don’t worry. We will find her.

Joanna hugs Cedric. He does not return the hug.
EVERETT
And what will becone of our country
if the princess does not return?

A griml ook suddenly conmes upon Cedric’s face.

( CONTI NUED)
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EVERETT( CONT’ D)
This marriage was neant to unify
our two countries. If Anastasia
does not go through with it, it
W Il surely nean the end of
El eguard.

Cedric wal ks off to the other side of the room

EVERETT( CONT’ D)
| understand that you are
di straught, but have you thought
about what you are going to do if
she does not conme back?

JOANNA
(to Everett)
You talk as if her disappearance is
per manent .

EVERETT
And what if it is?

Joanna scoffs at Everett.

EVERETT( CONT’ D)
Now is not tinme to fall apart,
Cedric. You re country needs you
now nore than ever

J OQANNA
And what about Anast asi a? Does she
not need Cedric, al so?

EVERETT
The condition of our econony has
been declining for years. Qur
people riot in the streets. They
nock the crown. They think of us as

i nconpetent fools. If they were to
see you now, Cedric...

(beat)
| ask you brother...l inplore you.

Ri se above this and show the public
just what it neans to be a true
ki ng.

Silence. Cedric wal ks across the roomto a bedsi de dresser.
He opens the top drawer and finds a ring box. He opens the
box. Inside lies a sparkling dianond ring. Cedric stares at
t he ring.



12.

| NT. CALDWELL MANCR. BALLROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Cedric kneel s before Anastasia with the ring box in the
pal mr8 of his hands. Anastasia appears to be shocked. They
are surrounded by numerous guests in a extravagantly
decorated room Anastasia smles then nods. Cedric SHOUTS in
pure joy and sweeps Anastasia off her feet. The crowd

appl auds.

EVERETT(Q. S.)
She’ s gone.

The smle on Cedric’'s face vani shes.
| NT. CALDWELL MANCR. BEDROOM - DAY ( PRESENT)

Cedric, Everett, and Joanna stand in the bedroom as they
wer e before.

EVERETT
She’ s gone, brother. But your
country still remains. W can

renegotiate with Wstoria. This
uni fication nust happen...with or
wi t hout the princess.

Cedric returns the ring case to the bedsi de dresser.

CEDRI C
My love for Anastasia is unlike
anything |’ ve ever experienced
before. I will not cast it aside as
if it were a piece of trash

Joanna smles. Everett is inscrutable.

JOANNA
| f the search of the manor is
unsuccessful, then we w |l just
have to | ook beyond.

CEDRI C
| agree, nmother. We should begin
searchi ng outside of the manor

JOANNA
I’1l informthe guards.

She begins to exit.
JOANNA( CONT’ D)
And don’t you worry. | have

absolute faith that we will find
her.

( CONTI NUED)
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Joanna | eaves. Cedric approaches Everett.

CEDRI C
In all the time that | have wal ked
this Earth, | have never felt
anything |ike what | feel for
Anastasia. | will not rest until
she i s found.

Cedric stares at Everett. Everett renmmins still.
| NT. CALDWELL MANOR. HALLWAY - DAY( CONTI NUQUS)

Everett exits the bedroom and begins to wal k down the

hal | way. A BUTLER, hides behind a colum against the wall.

Everett notices him

EVERETT
Mor ni ng.

BUTLER
|’msorry, sir. | did not nmean to
i ntrude.

EVERETT

| nt rude? Upon what ?
Everett continues wal ki ng down the hallway.
EXT. CALDWELL MANOR ENTRANCE GATES - DAY

A MOB of angry citizens riot just outside of the gates of

Cal dwel | Manor. Several GUARDS attenpt to control the nob.

few nen in the nob SHOUT towards the manor.

MAN
Down with the crown!

SECOND MAN
The royal famly is usel ess!

VAN
They don’t care about us!

A few guards approach the shouting nen.

GUARD
Quiet! Quiet at once, all of youl

SECOND GUARD
Leave this property i mrediately!

A guard attenpts to arrest a man in the nob but he resists.

The guard throws the man to the ground.

A

( CONTI NUED)
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MAN
Look, my fellow countrynen!
Qppression! Injustice! Tyranny!
This is how they treat us!

GUARD
That’ s enough from youl!
MAN
Il wll not be silenced! Down with

t he cr own!

| NT. CALDWELL MANCR. FOYER - DAY

Joanna watches the riot through the w ndow.

JOANNA
M ndl ess brut es.

Cedri c approaches.

CEDRI C
Mot her, what on Earth is going on
out there?

JOANNA
More riots. WIIl we ever have peace
fromthese vicious insurgents?

Cedric | ooks outside. A guard runs by.

CEDRI C
Hol d on a nonent, guard.

TH RD GUARD
Your hi ghness.

CEDRI C
What progress have you nade in the
search for the princess?

THI RD GUARD
My apol ogies, sir, but the riots
have forced us to nonentarily
suspend our search

CEDRI C
VWhat ?!

THI RD MAN
Pl ease, your highness. Do not be
upset. W sinply do not have enough
personnel to fight the riots and

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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TH RD MAN (cont’ d)
continue the search for the
princess.

Cedric storns off.

CEDRI C
This i s madness!

THI RD GUARD
|’mafraid | nust excuse nyself,
prince. | am needed at the front
gat es.

CEDRI C

Thi s has gone on | ong enough.
Cedric rushes to the front door of the manor.

JOANNA
Where are you goi ng?

Cedric continues to make his way out the front door.

THI RD GUARD
Prince, you mustn’t! It is
danger ous.

Cedric exits. The guard follows himto.
EXT. CALDWELL MANOR COURTYARD - DAY

Cedric stonps down the steps of the front porch. The guard
is directly behind him

THI RD GUARD
Pl ease, your highness. You nust go
back i nsi de.

The guard grabs Cedric by the arm Cedric yanks himoff and
continues to walk toward the front gates. Cedric walks to
t he.

EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. ENTRANCE GATES - DAY

Cedri c approaches the nob. The guard hol ds captive the man
from before

MAN
(sni de)
And woul d you | ook at this! The
royal prince hinself.

( CONTI NUED)
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GUARD
Do not disrespect his highness!

The guard throws the nman toward the crowd.

CEDRI C
Are you the one causing all of this
commot i on?

MAN
What are you going to do about it,
huh? You’ ve done not hing for your
country! Worthl ess fool!

SECOND GUARD
Wat ch your tongue!

CEDRI C
| demand that you gather this
unruly crowd and | eave this place
at once!

MAN
You demand?

The guards forma barrier around Cedric. Suddenly the man

| unges forward through the guards and grabs Cedric by the
arm The man begins to raise his fist but the guards subdue
hi m bef ore he can nmake the assault.

MAN
CGet your hands off of nel

Some ot her guards grab Cedric and nove himaway fromthe
crowd. Suddenly, a brick |launches from sonewhere in the
crowd. It flies towards Cedric. A guard standing a few feet
away notices the brick.

SECOND GUARD
Your highness! Look out!

The brick hits Cedric against his forehead. He falls to the
ground. He | ooks up at several guards surroundi ng himthen
| ooses consci ousness.

EXT. Al RPORT TERM NAL - DAY

A black car pulls up to a booth at a gate. The wi ndow of the
car rolls down.

GATEKEEPER

Sir, this entrance is for
aut hori zed personnel only.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cene energes fromthe car wi ndow. He produces a BADGE upon
which there is the official "CREST" of the royal crown.

GATEKEEPER( CONT’ D)
My apol ogi es. Pl ease, come through.

GENE
Actually, I was hoping that you
could help ne. Do you know anyt hi ng
about the arrival of sone
suspi ci ous characters here | ast
ni ght ?

EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. ENTRANCE GATES - DAY

Ri ots continue at the gates of Caldwell Manor. The crowd is
| arger than before. Guards attenpt to control the revolt.
Peopl e SHOUT indistinctly fromthe crowd.

VO CE(O S.)
The princess has run away!

SECOND VO CE(Q. S)
Not even she believes in the
nobility of the crown!

VO CE(O S.)
It’s time that the nonarchy end!

The guards try to quiet the crowd to no avail.

| NT. CALDVWELL MANOR. BEDROOM - DAY
The SHOUTS of the nob outside resonate in the bedroom

Cedric wal ks out of the bathroomwearing a towel. There is a
bandage on his forehead. He hears the conmotion outside and
| owers his head. Cedric sits at the vanity. He begins to
renmove the bandage from his head. He wi nces. Beneath the
bandage is a |large wound. He repl aces the bandage wth a new
one.
SERI ES OF SHOTS: Cedric gets dressed

1. Cedric opens his wardrobe.
He buttons up a shirt.
tucks in his shirt.
attaches cuff links to his shirt.

2
3
4.
5 ties his shoes.
6

t & & &

puts on a tie.

( CONTI NUED)
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END SERI ES OF SHOTS

Cedric stares at hinself in a full body mrror. Hs tieis
crooked. A woman’ s hands appear to adjust the tie. Cedric
puts his hands over the woman’s hands. H's eyes close for a
nmonment. Cedric opens his eyes and | ooks into the mrror. He
is alone in the room A tear rolls dowmn his face. He begins
to sob.

EXT. CALDWELL MANOR. COURTYARD - DAY

Gene waits by a car parked in the courtyard. Joanna is
waiting on the porch. A few guards stand in position nearby.
Cedric cones through the front door.

JOANNA
My handsone prince.

Cedric barely manages to smle. Joanna hugs him She
i nspects the bandages on his forehead. Cedric w nces.

JOANNA( CONT’ D)

Oh! I'"msorry. It’s still sore.
CEDRI C

It wll heal in tine.
JOANNA

Are you sure you want to go back
out there to face these peopl e?

CEDRI C
It is ny responsibility. They’ ve
sonehow | earned of Anastasia’s

di sappearance. | nust assure them
that our country is not in
| eopar dy.

JOANNA

These people are hostile, Cedric.
They won’t listen to reason.

CEDRI C
They are just scared, nother. |
need to show themthat there is no
reason to worry.

JOANNA
You’ ve becone such a brave young
man.

They hug.

( CONTI NUED)
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CEDRI C
| must be off.

J OQANNA
Pl ease be car ef ul

Cedric nods and nmakes his way to the car. Gene opens the
back door for him He gets in. Cedric waves goodbye to his
not her as the car |eaves the manor.

I NT. CAR - DAY

Gene drives while Cedric sits in the back. Gene | ooks at
Cedric through the rear view mrror

GENE
You haven’t spoken a word, prince.
| suppose this speech has you
wor ri ed.

No response.

GENE( CONT’ D)
Pri nce?

CEDRI C
| honestly have no idea what |’ m
going to tell them Gene.

GENE
Sure you do. You ve al ways been
good at these things. It’s just a
case of the nerves.

CEDRI C
It’s nore than just that.

GENE
You have nothing to worry about. |
will be there to protect you should
things go awy. Not to nention the
royal guard as well.

CEDRI C
|’ve never had to fight a battle
like this before.

GENE
It’s going to be all right.

CEDRI C
No, Gene! It's not! This entire
situation is out of my control.

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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CEDRI C (cont’ d)

There is absolutely nothing | can
do. How am | supposed to confront
these people and tell themthat our
country is safe when the truth is
that it’s not? If Anastasia does
not come back, then Elegaurd is
finished. And, and... ny brother!
God, ny brother! He has it nmade up
in his mnd that we can renegoti ate

the unification. | don’'t see how.
We need Anastasia for this work. W
need her! | need her!

Cedric cal ns down.

CEDRI C( CONT’ D)
| need her. Even in all of this
madness...the only thing I want is

Anastasia. | don’t care what
happens to El eguard. | just need
her back.

He holds his head in his hands. Gene says nothing. After a
monment Cedric, |ooks out the w ndow.

CEDRI C
Were are we goi ng?

GENE
Don't worry. W will arrive
shortly.

CEDRI C
That’' s not what | asked. You' re not
driving toward the town.

GENE
| think I know what happened to
Anast asi a.

CEDRI C
What ?

GENE

| noticed a car was m ssing the
ni ght she di sappeared. It seened
rat her suspicious so | tracked the

car and-

CEDRI C
- And what? What did you find? Were
is she?

( CONTI NUED)
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GENE
She’s left the country.

CEDRI C
VWhat! ? To where?

GENE
It appears Los Angel es.

CEDRI C
Los Angeles!? In Amrerica?

GENE
That' s the one.

The car stops.

GENE
Get out. We're here.

CEDRI C
What ? Where are we?

Gene gets out of the car. Cedric |ooks out the wi ndow and
sees that they have arrived at the..

EXT. Al RPORT TERM NAL - DAY
Gene opens the back door.

GENE
Come on. W're going to get the
princess.

CEDRI C
Excuse ne?

GENE
(pointing to a plane)
Qur plane is there.

CEDRI C
What is the neaning of all of this?

Gene pulls Cedric out of the car.

GENE
You want to get Anastasia back,
right?

CEDRI C

O course | do.

( CONTI NUED)
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GENE
Here is your opportunity.
CEDRI C
But what about El eguard, our
peopl e?
GENE
| thought you didn't care about
t hem
CEDRI C
This is insane, GCene.
GENE
Don’t you | ove her?
CEDRI C
| do but...
GENE

| can’t force you to do sonethi ng
you don’t want to do, but | don’t
want to watch you | ose Anastasia

ei t her.

Cedric is silent.

GENE( CONT’ D)
It’s your decision.

Gene awaits Cedric’s answer. Cedric stands still a nonent
and thinks. He | ooks to the ground and then | ooks back at
the way fromwhich they cane. After a nonment, Cedric wal ks
pass Cene toward the plane. Gene smles and then foll ows
Cedric. They both board the plane.

END.



